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Germany's High Seas Fleet was virtually annihilated in World War |, with the
sinking of nearly all of its capital ships. The terms of the Treaty of Versallles im-
posed by the Allies prevented reconstruction, as the German navy was restric-
ted to a mere 24 ships. After Hitler ordered rearmament in violation of the Treaty
in March 1835, the navy began to rebuild around a core composed of battle-
ships and U-boat submarines. The Z class destroyer was one type of many
vessels produced during that period. The comparatively large hull and high
temperature/high pressure boilers combined with efficient German workman-
ship for an imposing and effective ship. A large number of destroyers, designa-
ted Z1 to Z43, were deployed between 1935 and 1944. The early types (£1-22)
were relatively lightly armed with five 12.7cm guns, while the 1936A Type (223-
30) and 1936A Mobilization Type (£31-34, Z37-39) featured heavier 15cm guns.

As air power began to play a dominant role in naval warfare, plans were drawn
up in 1944 under code-name “Barbara” to add air-defenses to the Z class de-
stroyers. This was to comprise fourteen 37mm (6 coaxial, 2 single) and twelve
20mm (2 coaxial, 2 quad) cannon as well as six 8.6ecm RAG rocket launchers,
with some variations between individual ships. However, the economic strain
caused by the war impeded implementation of the plan, to the effect that only a
few ships such as Z39 received a complete armament set. Z class destroyers
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first took part in battle near Narvik in northern Norway. They successfully assis-
ted in the landing of German ground forces, but suffered devastating losses in
the British naval counterattack, with the sinking of all 10 ships. In March 1943,
Z37 joined the 8th Destroyer Fleet bound for the waters west of France. In Jan-
uary 1944, she collided with Z32 and was rendered inoperable. She was towed
to port in Bordeaux, but was not repaired and was eventually scuttled in August
1944. In December 1943, Z38 served as escort to the Battle cruiser Scharnhorst
just prior to her final sortie, while Z39 was active around the Skagerrak straight,
later joining the 6th Destroyer Fleet in early 1944 for operations in the East Bal-
tic Sea. Both ships survived the war, after which Z38 was given to Britain and
239 to America. Z38 was renamed Nonesuch and served until 1950, while Z39
was transferred to France in 1847 and cannibalized for spare parts.

M Z Class Destroyer Specifications
Standard displacement: 2,600 tons
Overall length: 127Tm

Machinery: Wagner boller x 6, Deschimag geared turbine x 2 Output: 70,000hp
Armament (Project Barbara): 15cm coaxial gun turret x 1, 15cm single gun tur-
ret x 2, 37mm coaxial cannon x 6, 37mm single cannon x 2, 20mm quad ma-
chine gun x 2, 20mm coaxial machine gun x 2

Speed: 37.5 knots  Beam: 12m
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A WARNING @make sure to heat sprue with >PS<

marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated.

& CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. @When assembiling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra
care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions sup-
plied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to suck any part, or pull vinyl bag over their
heads. @Incomplete combustion of sprue generates black smoke. Be careful not to in-
hale. Sprue is a combustible material. Be careful not to start fire and burning yourself.
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“ Refer to the illustrations on box for painting.
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