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The Invincible Battleship of the U.S. Navy

The lowa class battleships were the largest and last of
the great battleships constructed by the U.S. Navy. Of
the six planned, only the BB-61 lowa, BB-62 New Jer-
sey, BB-63 Missouri and BB-64 Wisconsin were com-
pleted. The New Jersey served with distinction in WWII,
the Korean and Vietnam Wars and today remains one
of the most decorated vessels of the U.S. Navy.

Following the termination in 1936 of the Washington
Naval Reduction Treaty, which limited the size of capi-
tal ships to a standard displacement of fewer than
35,000 tons, the U.S. Navy began construction on a
new line of large battleships. These massive ships, in-
cluding the North Carolina and South Dakota class,
were armed with 40.6cm main guns, featured superior
armor and boasted a maximum speed of 27 knots. In
search of a faster battleship that could operate more ef-
fectively with cruisers and aircraft carriers, the U.S.
Navy drew up plans for the new lowa class, capable of
a maximum speed of 33 knots.

Their enormous size, 45,000 tons standard displace-
ment, was a consequence of the navy’s demands for
superior firepower, defensive ability and engine
strength. But in order to allow passage through the
Panama Canal, lowa class ships could not be wider
than 33m, and therefore stretched to an extremely long
270.5m. Added to this long shape was a “bulbous”
bow designed for reducing drag, which gave the lowa
class battleships their unique look. For their main arma-
ment, they packed three turrets of 16 inch (40.6cm) 50
caliber triple guns that boasted an initial muzzle speed
of up to 762m/s and maximum firing range of 38.7km.
Secondarv armament included ten turrets of 5 inch

HDF—IN—F - T—v—ANEHFIhTHE L.,
BRI 2545 1 IO -HEELr—EV 1
HEWND - EWMESFZAIC4ETOREIND
MEEO LA 7w b E2RAH. BB I ARIRD
1500008 12 k=< EEhH | #iEE L TidZh
D212000FH I EL T E LA, 33/ v b,
AR FEEE1X15900 4 1 ) oo KRIK D27/ v b,
720047 4 ) ANThEENTHE D, ARPICHBE
U 7= 8l oD vh TR IR - B - EE) 1 D 3 AT
oL NFTYRIENTNNZENVAETLE Y

Za—Ivr—I—DHRE

KFEFERFO X Ah, 1943FICB T LAz= 2 —
P —V—@RELRHIZIIEY) R AT 28D
WESHRICSIM L 720 ZFRYIDIZ, v—Y v, ¥
V7 F, 2354, 74 )Y, REE. MPRE R
VR, RIRERTIC I HAR LRBICE SN, 2
DR, 555 EBROME . AR R R AR 2
EEBELTOE T, MR TR 20 2
MO AFTE, L2 L., RS AR 2%
72728, HRBRBROWAR 11 & 5 WIS ES
FicboTLEVFE L,
F2REFRKREO -2 —I v —I—

FMREE 1T —BE P RERICAD F L 72 A319504F .
BAEEIEL A = B & B OBRICTER U CRAREAKIK
I, TAA T EE L LB ICIRESORER
PAG. PUINEEORBICERL E L, FI
ATEYPEREZ78400km ) k. FEF@aFESEIEE3000[H
20, RBONRIIBEPOEHESLT TALA
HoOPEEEMEHIZE B XU, BEERICEARZLE
#kLZ=DTT,

19534 I HRFIRE AHEDH D . 1957 ICITB/RL
BUOTFPHMBL Ao 2 — Y+ — T —TLED,
19685, N M F ARFOFKIZE L XVEHRE.
RBIH7=oTIBT 4 FTNT 4 TOEMRATTE
TEBOFRALL, BEEOSFE. ~Va 72 —#
W OBM A EOWEIHEE N /A=DTT, ZL
T, RbFagkicHES. SA»ERFEDND3IAZ

lent protection both above and below the water line.
The upper armor belt measured a thickness of 43.1cm
with the lower belt featuring a tapered armor design.
Compared with the 150,000hp output of Japan’s Yama-
to class battleships, the New Jersey boasted an amaz-
ing 212,000hp. She was capable of speeds of up to 33
knots and possessed a cruising range of 15,900 nauti-
cal miles. No wonder the lowa class ships are widely
considered to be the most powerful battleships of
WWIL
The New Jersey in WWII

Completed in 1943, the USS New Jersey was de-
ployed to Kwajalein and Majuro Lagoon from January
to February 1944, where she first saw combat screen-
ing carriers from enemy air attack. The New Jersey
was then deployed to numerous battle fronts including
the Marshalls, Marianas, Palaus and Philippines, and
held such prominent positions as flagship for the 5th
and 3rd Fleet. As the war approached the Japanese
mainland, the New Jersey provided direct gun support
for the Iwo-Jima and Okinawa landings. In the battle of
Okinawa, she was assigned to fight against the IJN Ya-
mato, the largest battleship ever built. However, this
face-off between the two nations’ biggest ships never
occurred, as the Yamato was sunk by carrier-borne air-
craft before she could engage the U.S. fleet.
The New Jersey after WWII

Although the New Jersey was relegated to reserve
duty after WWII, she was recommissioned to active ser-
vice with the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950. To-
gether with her sister ship BB-61 lowa, she bombarded
the enemy’s coastal and inland targets such as gun bat-
teries, bridges and tunnels, providing direct and contin-
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to her being commissioned for a third time. Before
heading to Vietnam, she was refurbished with new
weapons and equipment at the Philadelphia Navy Yard,
including the latest electronic devices and a helicopter
landing pad. From September, 1968 to March of the fol-
lowing year, the USS New Jersey served in fire support
missions off the Vietnam coast. Decommissioned for
budget reasons in December 1969, she spent the next
thirteen years inactive.

World events again affected the New Jersey’s fate
when U.S. President Reagan announced an effort to
build a 600 ship navy in response to the enlargement of
Soviet block navies and mounting tensions during the
late 1970’s and early 1980’s. In order to meet this goal,
the navy decided to return the lowa class battleships
to active service, and selected the New Jersey as the
first to receive complete renovation and modernization.
In place of her outmoded weapons systems, the New
Jersey was fitted with the latest weapons and electron-
ic warfare devices. The 5 inch double guns on the up-
per deck were removed and replaced with 32 Toma-
hawk missiles, 16 Harpoon missiles and four
Vulcan/Phalanx Close-In Weapons Systems. A new heli-
copter landing pad and flight deck were installed on
the rear deck and the communications equipment was
extensively upgraded. Subsequent to being recommis-
sioned in late 1982, the New Jersey was deployed to
enforce the blockade of Nicaragua and to support U.S.
troops involved in Lebanon’s civil war.

The battleship New Jersey was officially retired in 1991
after serving with distinction around the world for close
to half a century. In 1999 the New Jersey was towed
home to her birthplace of Philadelphia, where she was
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A; CAUTION  @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before com-
mencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child assembles
the model. ®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra care should be
taken to avoid personal injury. ®Read and follow the instructions supplied with paints and
Jor cement, if used (not included in kit). @Keep out of reach of small children. Children must
not be allowed to put parts in their mouths, or pull vinyl bag over their heads.
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Modeling knife
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Pin vise (0.8 mm bit)
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Tweezers

The USS New Jersey was painted with measure 21 camou-
flage in 1943 and was repainted with measure 22 camouflage
in 1945. After WWIL, she was repainted in a standard haze
gray camouflage. During the Vietnam War and other post-
WWII missions, the New Jersey served in this standard haze
gray coloring.
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% Refer to painting diagram for painting of hull. Detailed paint-
ing is outlined in the instruction manual. @ denotes number
for Tamiya Paint Color.
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Hull assembly
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e Number of decal to apply.
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Do not cement.
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(Lower hull plate)
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Y When no color is specified, paint parts with hull color .
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*Cut off.
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