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On 10 May, 1943 the Japanese Navy destroyer Shimakaze was commissioned at
Maizuru Naval Arsenal. She impressed not only in terms of speed - she could move
her 2,000-plus ton hull at a then astounding 40.9 knots - but also armament, with
her three quintuple torpedo tubes. At the time, the Shimakaze was at the cutting
edge of Japanese destroyer design.

The Shimakaze's earlier namesake was the fourth ship in the Minekaze class of
destroyers commissioned in the years post-WWI. This class could boast impres-
sive speed up to 40.7 knots, a theme continued by the subsequent Japanese
Fubuki class of special destroyers that maintained 38 knots while improving
seaworthiness and offensive menace. However, a number of factors stunted
performance of the subsequent Hatsuharu and Shiratsuyu classes, such as
treaties limiting tonnage, and cautiousness brought about by the design flaws
exposed in the Tomozuru and Fourth Fleet Incidents. Those incidents made clear
the need for strengthened structures and improved stability. The Asashio, Kagero
and Yugumo classes were endowed with these characteristics, but with a top
speed of 35 knots (in the case of the Kagero and Yugumo), this was at the expense
of quickness, something problematic for the Japanese Navy. One of the main
reasons was the lowa class of U.S. battleships, rumored to reach 30 knots. Given
that Japanese naval planners estimated their destroyers needed an edge of at
least 10 knots to successfully torpedo the battleships they were designed to
triumph over, 35 knots simply would not do. Thus, in the fourth Naval Armaments
Supplement Programme of 1939, a requirement was included for a destroyer
prototype that could achieve speeds of 40 knots. Fittingly, it was decided that this
high-speed ship would inherit the name Shimakaze from the post-WWI ship
previously mentioned. In fact, she was still active at the time of the Programme, but
in April 1940 was downgraded to a patrol boat and renamed, before the new
Shimakaze was laid down.

The chief secret behind the exceptional speed of the new Shimakaze lay in her
powerful yet lightweight high temperature, high. pressure kampon boilers, the use
of which required a high level of design, materials and manufacture to secure
reliability. While the preceding Kagero class used 30kg/cm2, 350° boilers as
standard, the Amatsukaze (ninth ship of the class) was fitted with an experimental
40kg/cm2, 400° setup. With its success in the Amatsukaze, the same high
temperature, high pressure boilers were employed in the Shimakaze, which
achieved an impressive 75,000hp - half of that available to the Yamato class of
battleships, at a mere 4% of the displacement. It is little wonder that the Shimakaze
was able to attain such swiftness in the water. She was 10 meters longer than her
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contemporary Yugumo class destroyers to fit in her powerplant and three sets of
torpedo tubes. Her clipper bow was also a departure from predecessors, which up
until the Kagero and Yugumo classes had sported the double curved bow.

Firepower was provided by three dual-purpose twin 12.7cm guns, as on the
Kagero class. As regards torpedo tubes, Navy planners originally called for the
Shimakaze to be fitted a total of fourteen divided between two mounts, but it
turned out to be impossible for crews to rotate a seven tube mount manually in the
event of a mechanical breakdown. With this in mind, it was eventually decided to
fit her out with three quintuple tube mounts. While the total of fifteen torpedoes
was one less than that of the Kagero, the Shimakaze still packed a significant
punch, particularly considering the performance advantage which her “Long
Lance” 61cm oxygen-propelled torpedoes had over those of rival navies.

In speed trials, the Shimakaze showcased the potential of her design, recorded at
79,240hp and a top speed of 40.9 knots with a displacement of 2,894 tons. She was
soon commissioned into action, and saw her first action in July 1943 as Japanese
troops were evacuated from Kiska in the Aleutian Islands. Following that sortie, she
was transferred further south, and in October of 1944 was present during the Battle
of Leyte Gulf. The next month would see her final action, as she was assigned to
take reinforcements of men and supplies to the embattled garrison of the Pacific
island of Leyte. On November 8 she set sail from Manila as the flag ship of
Destroyer Squadron 2, along with the Hamanami, Naganami, Wakatsuki and five
transport ships. After arriving in Ormoc Bay at 10am on November 11, they
sustained a furious attack from 350 U.S. carrier aircraft that lasted three hours and
decimated the Squadron. Naganami and Wakatsuki had already sunk by the time
a massive explosion sent the Shimakaze beneath the waves at 5.10pm.

Although sister ships were planned for the Shimakaze, the worsening situation of
Japanese forces and prevalence of aircraft carriers and fighters meant that none
were built and she was one of a kind. Despite her fleeting service life she was still
able to prove that she was a worthwhile design, as the fastest and most powerful
of the Japanese destroyers.

Shimakaze Specifications

@Displacement: 2,567 tons ®Length: 129.5m
@®Max. Recorded Speed: 40.9 knots
@Torpedos: 61cm quintuple tubes x3
®Radar: Type 22 x1, Type 13 x1
@Commissioned: May 10, 1943 at Maizuru Naval Arsenal

@®Power: 75,000hp

@®Main gun: 12.7cm twin guns x3
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A WARN'NG @®Make sure only to heat sprue with

/\
>PS< marking. Other sprue may generate poisonous gas if heated. \

A CAUTION @Read carefully and fully understand the instructions before
commencing assembly. A supervising adult should also read the instructions if a child
assembles the model. ®When assembling this kit, tools including knives are used. Extra
care should be taken to avoid personal injury. @Read and follow the instructions
supplied with paints and /or cement, if used (not included in kit). ®Keep out of reach of
small children. Children must not be allowed to put any parts in their mouths or pull vinyl
bags over their heads. @Some parts have sharp edges. Take care when handling.
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@ ERT BEF Paints required

TS-33@ # UL / Dull red

TS-69@ J./ UL FRHREs / Linoleum deck brown

TS-99@ EHEBE TS L /1N Gray (Maizuru Arsenal)
X-10 @ H> A%l / Gun metal

X-11_ @ a—Ljb/\— / Chrome silver

XF-1 @ 7>v 75 wv% / Flat black

XF-2 @ 7> K7Lk / Flat white

XF-57 @/\7 / Buff
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Painting the Shimakaze

Japanese Navy ships were painted in a blue-tinged dark gray, with the hull
beneath the waterline finished in dull red. The bridge and steel plate deck
sections were painted in a gray peculiar to Maizuru Arsenal, and linoleum deck
sections featured their unique shade of brown. Funnel tips were painted black,
and the waterproof covers at the base of the gun barrels were white. Painting
instructions for details are indicated during assembly.

DECAL APPLICATION

(®Cut off decal from sheet.

(@Dip the decal in tepid water for about 10 sec. and place on a clean cloth.
(®Hold the backing sheet edge and slide decal onto the model.

@Move decal into position by wetting decal with finger.

(®Press decal down gently with a soft cloth until excess water and air bubbles
are gone.
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ltem 87135 Mark Fit

@Use of
(Strong) is recommended for an
excellent fit when applying the
decals to the parts.
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% Cut off using a modeling knife.
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@When no color is specified, paint parts with hull color (TS-99).
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Number of decal to apply. Weight
rubber cement.
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*Paint with TS-69 if not using decal @.
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*Attach using synthetic

BRIGTROI—ITY,
BEYHS—DHS—FVIN—
THeRLELE.
This mark denotes numbers for
Tamiya Paint colors.
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Paint A29 in the same color.
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Torpedo launchers

KIEEVET,
*Make 3.
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Do not cement.
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k Paint with TS-69 if not using decal (D).
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Attaching foredeck parts
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For use in Japan only!
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