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Bevel to fit hull 

(Locate pedestals at Stations 5 and 15)

PEDF.STAL 

STAGED 

MOUNTING THE HULL 

Before proceeding with additional work it 
is best to mount the hull. This step will 
help prevent details from becoming dam
aged during handling and will allow you 
to make any alignments that require a true 
waterline. Proper mounting of the hull is 
very important and will allow the accurate 
building and aligning of the remainder of 
the model. While any modeler can devise 
his own mounting, you may also purchase 
one prefinished. A second option, called 
the launching ways, may be made by hand 
or purchased commercially, as well. 

1. Mounting Boanl with
Two Pedestals

You can round the top edges of the 
baseboard, or cut a simple chamfer 
(taking the edge off or beveling). If you 
own a router, or can borrow one, you 
will be able to cut a nice fancy edge on 
the baseboard. Finish the base with a 
dark stain or paint. 

If you decided to use a mounting board 
and pedestals and have already correctly 
drilled the pilot holes for the pedestals, 
the model should sit with the waterline 

parallel to the baseboard (see figure 35). If 
something went awry and the balance is 
off, you can add a brass shim under one 
pedestal to correct it. 

2. Launching Ways
The second type of mounting that can be 
employed is the launching ways, which is 
mostly suitable for models without sails. 
You can make the launching ways from 
scratch, or purchase materials for con
struction in kit form with instructions. 
Drilling of the keel is still required to 
apply the rods that anchor the model to 
the ways. The launching ways is easily as
sembled and should be mounted on a min
imal board size of 24" x 6". (Expanding 
the size of the board will allow you to cre
ate a mini-diorama comprised of boat yard 
ground activity.) Follow the directions 
supplied with the ways to achieve the 
proper waterline level. 

�: It is recommended that either 
choice mounting piece be finished before 
mounting the Hull Assembly into place. 

STAGE E 

ADDING THE HULL DOAILS 

Before beginning with the details, outline 
all topside items on the deck by marking 
their locations with a pencil. Take all mea
surements from the plans using tick strips. 
Proper location should be measured from 
some firm "bench mark" such as a mast 
hole or a station line marked on the deck. 
Add all equipment on or near the bul
warks first, before adding those near the 
centerline. 

1. ragurehead & Knightheads
The Flying Fish figurehead can be attached 
by gluing both sides of the split tail to the 
port and starboard sides of the ship's stem 
(see f igure 36-A). 

Before installing the two knightheads, first 
insert eyebolts into each and make the pin 
rail from wood (see figure 36-B). 

2. Catheads & An<hors
Make the two catheads from wood and cut 
slots in the bulwarks, into which the cat
heads will be positioned (see figure 36-C). 
The anchor release shown in the figure is 
only one type invented and if too difficult, 
you may try the simpler one (see figure 37). 

Use the anchors supplied in the kit or 
make them from wood stock (see figure 
38). American clippers often carried both 
wooden and iron stock anchors, although 
two wooden stock anchors, as shown on 
the plans, seem to be favored by McKay. 

Many ships have a billboard, which is a 
heavy chafing board on the hull where the 
anchor is rested and lashed. Apparently, 
McKay did not use them, since none are 
shown in the photographs of his clippers. 

3. Windlass, Capstan,
Chain Navels & Chain

To complete the anchor installation, add 
the chain navels, the windlass, capstan and 
chain (see f igure 39). Paint the chain black. 

Chain Stoppers: If the forecastle is built 
up, you may also add the chain stoppers 
as shown on the plan. Although they are 
not viewable if installed, doing so may 
provide that feeling of contentment a mod
eler can have just knowing that they are 
there; that the job is complete! 

































































MODELER'S LOG

Date                    Time                  Notes



MODEL SHIPWAYS, INC.
Sold & Distributed by Model Expo, a division of Model Shipways, Inc.

3850 N. 29th Terrace, Hollywood, FL 33020
Toll-Free 800-222-3876 Monday - Friday 9-6 ET • Fax 800-742-7171

SAVE TIME & MONEY...ORDER DIRECTLY FROM OUR WEBSITE!
http://www.modelexpo-online.com

Other Fine Kits from 
Model Shipways

WILLIE L. BENNETT
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2032

PHANTOM
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2027

EMMA C. BERRY
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2150

NIAGARA
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2240

FLYING FISH
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2018

CHARLES MORGAN
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2140

USS CONSTITUTION
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2040

PRINCE DE NEUFCHATEL
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2110

PRIDE OF BALTIMORE II
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2120

RATTLESNAKE
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2028

BLUENOSE
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2130

BENJAMIN LATHAM
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2109

SULTANA
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2016

OUR GUARANTEE
If less than delighted, return your purchase within 30 days in original condition.

BEDFORD WHALEBOAT
Model Shipways Kit No. MS2645

                                  




